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    Lionel Messi wins FIFA’s best men’s player award. Aitana Bonmatí takes women's prize




    

                    

                    
                        
  
    
  

    
      
        
        
    
        
            
                
                
                
            
        
        Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi waves as he arrives for the team's club friendly soccer match against New York City FC, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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     LONDON  - 
     
    
	Lionel Messi took his talents to Miami, and the awards followed.


	Messi has been named FIFA’s best men’s player after moving from Paris Saint-Germain to Inter Miami and leading the David Beckham-owned team to a little-known Leagues Cup title — all while single-handedly elevating soccer’s relevance in the United States.


	The 36-year-old Argentina star on Monday was selected over Kylian Mbappe and Erling Haaland — the same pair he beat for his eighth Ballon d’Or award last October.


	Messi was not in attendance at Hammersmith Apollo theater in west London.


	
		
			Top sports headlines, all in one place


	


	Moments later, World Cup champion Aitana Bonmatí made it a clean sweep of awards. The 25-year-old Spain playmaker was named FIFA’s best women’s soccer player, building on her Ballon d’Or award last October, which followed a UEFA award in August.


	And that was after she led Spain to World Cup glory and Barcelona to the Champions League title. She was named player of the tournament for both competitions.


	Bonmatí won Monday over Spain teammate Jenni Hermoso and Colombia star Linda Caicedo.


	They were FIFA finalists in voting by a global panel of national team coaches and captains, selected journalists, plus fans online. The women’s eligibility period covered performances from Aug. 1, 2022 through the World Cup final last August.


	Spain’s women won their first World Cup by beating England 1-0 in the final in Sydney, Australia.


	Messi secured the FIFA award for the eighth time in 15 years. He had won it last year, too, after leading Argentina to the 2022 World Cup title.


	The men’s award did not consider the World Cup, which ended 13 months ago. It recognized achievements from after the tournament through Aug. 20.


	Messi and Mbappe helped PSG win the French league title, but the team underperformed in the Champions League and French Cup — exiting both competitions in the round of 16.


	That means Messi’s exploits in the United States surely swayed some voters.


	In rejecting Saudi Arabia for the MLS, Messi brought star power to a league that fights for relevance in an American sports landscape dominated by the NFL and NBA.


	LeBron James, Serena Williams and Kim Kardashian were all on hand in Fort Lauderdale for Messi’s debut on July 21, when the forward scored from a free kick goal in stoppage time to beat Cruz Azul 2-1.


	The goals kept coming — 10 in seven games to lead the MLS club to its first-ever trophy by winning the Leagues Cup final on Aug. 19, one day before FIFA award eligibility period ended.


	Haaland and Mbappe could make good arguments that they deserved to win.


	Haaland scored 28 goals in 36 games in all club competitions from after the World Cup through the end of the 2022-23 season as a driving force in Manchester City winning the Premier League, Champions League and FA Cup. The 6-foot-4 striker then scored three goals in two appearances for Norway in June.


	Mbappe scored at nearly a goal-per-game clip in the period of eligibility for PSG and then for France in European Championship qualifying in March and June.


	Messi’s figures in France after the World Cup were good but unspectacular: nine goals and six assists in 22 games across all competitions.


	___


	AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                    These Canadian cities are selling property for as low as $1 to get you to move there
                

                    Here's a look at Canadian towns, cities and even entire provinces that have offered incentives to entice future residents, ranging from grants to land listed for only $1.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    
        

    

                        
                            
    
        
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Ontario family shocked van repair would cost more than $55,000
                

                    An Ontario family said they were shocked to learn that repairing their 2018 van would cost them more than $55,000.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    A touch of Target is coming back to Canada
                

                    Hudson's Bay announced Friday that it will begin stocking the U.S. retailer's children's apparel brand Cat & Jack in its department stores and online on March 14.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Memorial grows for mother, 4 children and family acquaintance killed in Ottawa
                

                    Dozens of stuffed animals, flowers and candles have been placed at a memorial in a Barrhaven park in memory of a mother, her four young children and a family acquaintance killed at the family home this week.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    They went to school but ended up as hostages. 287 children are missing in Nigeria's forests
                

                    Security forces swept through large forests in Nigeria's northwest region on Friday in search of nearly 300 children who were abducted from their school a day earlier in the latest mass kidnap, which analysts and activists blamed on the failure of intelligence and slow security response.
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                    Alberta RCMP to provide update on unnamed 'high-profile' investigation today
                

                    Alberta RCMP will announce the details of the end of a 'high-profile investigation' in Edmonton Friday morning.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Some Like It Bot: Realistic digital Marilyn Monroe to make debut at tech conference
                

                    Are you a fan of Marilyn Monroe and would like to talk to a very realistic digital version of her? That could now be possible.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Fake images made to show Trump with Black supporters highlight concerns around AI and elections
                

                    At first glance, images circulating online showing former U.S. president Donald Trump surrounded by groups of Black people smiling and laughing seem nothing out of the ordinary, but a look closer is telling.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    How sleep can affect diabetes risk, according to a new study
                

                    Getting only a few hours of sleep per day may do more harm than just causing a groggy day at the office — it may put you at higher risk for developing Type 2 diabetes, a new study has found.
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                    Memorial grows for mother, 4 children and family acquaintance killed in Ottawa
                

                    Dozens of stuffed animals, flowers and candles have been placed at a memorial in a Barrhaven park in memory of a mother, her four young children and a family acquaintance killed at the family home this week.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                            

                            

                            
                        

                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Economy adds 41,000 jobs in February, unemployment rate rises to 5.8%
                

                    The Canadian economy added 41,000 jobs in February as employment gains continue to lag strong population growth in the country.
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                    LIVE at 10:45 MT  |
                    
                    Alberta RCMP to provide update on unnamed 'high-profile' investigation today
                

                    Alberta RCMP will announce the details of the end of a 'high-profile investigation' in Edmonton Friday morning.
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                    Calgary-area tax cheat sentenced and fined $50K
                

                    A Calgary-area man has been handed a 12-month conditional sentence and a $50,000 fine for making false claims on his tax returns.
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                    Three suspects charged in Bowmanville, Ont. double homicide that left pregnant woman, husband dead
                

                    Three suspects are in custody in connection with a double homicide in Bowmanville that left a pregnant woman and her husband dead.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    International Women's Day: Experts mark progress, but women still earn less
                

                    From hockey rinks to offices, women are striving for gender equality on an International Women’s Day.
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                    France enshrines abortion as a constitutional right as the world marks International Women's Day
                

                    France inscribed the guaranteed right to abortion in its constitution Friday, a powerful message of support for women's rights on International Women's Day.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                            

                            

                            
                        

                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Ireland's Constitution says a woman's place is in the home. Voters are being asked to change that
                

                    According to Ireland's Constitution, a woman's place is in the home. Irish voters will decide Friday -- International Women's Day -- whether to change the 87-year-old document to remove passages the government says are outdated and sexist.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    What to expect in Mississippi's presidential and state primaries
                

                    Former President Donald Trump has his hopes set that Republican voters in Mississippi and three other states will push him over the top Tuesday night in his quest to clinch his party's presidential nomination for the third election in a row.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Former U.S. Rep. George Santos, expelled from Congress, says he is running again
                

                    Former U.S. Rep. George Santos, who was expelled from Congress in December and faces federal charges of defrauding donors to his 2022 campaign, has announced he is running for the House again.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    They went to school but ended up as hostages. 287 children are missing in Nigeria's forests
                

                    Security forces swept through large forests in Nigeria's northwest region on Friday in search of nearly 300 children who were abducted from their school a day earlier in the latest mass kidnap, which analysts and activists blamed on the failure of intelligence and slow security response.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    A Greek novelist and a lawyer are the first same-sex couple to wed at Athens city hall
                

                    A Greek novelist and his partner became the first same-sex couple to be married in Athens' city hall, three weeks after the legalization of same-sex marriage in Orthodox Christian Greece.
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                    Majority of Canadians not even considering voting for the Liberals: Nanos
                

                    Fewer Canadians than at almost any point since the party was elected with Justin Trudeau as leader are considering voting for the federal Liberals, according to the latest tracking by Nanos Research.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Trudeau won't say if Canada will restore funding to UN relief agency in Gaza Strip
                

                    Prime Minister Justin Trudeau won't say whether Canada intends to restore funding to a UN relief agency operating in the Gaza Strip.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Canada sanctions Iranians accused of violently repressing women and girls
                

                    The Canadian government is imposing new sanctions on two Iranians it accuses of participating in the violent repression of women and girls in Iran.
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                    How sleep can affect diabetes risk, according to a new study
                

                    Getting only a few hours of sleep per day may do more harm than just causing a groggy day at the office — it may put you at higher risk for developing Type 2 diabetes, a new study has found.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Single dose of LSD provides immediate and lasting relief from anxiety, study says
                

                    A clinical trial’s encouraging results won U.S. Food and Drug Administration breakthrough therapy status for an LSD formulation to treat generalized anxiety disorder, Mind Medicine Inc. announced Thursday.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Diet drinks may boost risk of dangerous heart condition by 20 per cent, study says
                

                    Drinking two litres or more per week of artificially sweetened beverages raised the risk of an irregular heartbeat called atrial fibrillation by 20 per cent when compared to people who drank none, a new study found.
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                    Some Like It Bot: Realistic digital Marilyn Monroe to make debut at tech conference
                

                    Are you a fan of Marilyn Monroe and would like to talk to a very realistic digital version of her? That could now be possible.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    How do animals react during a total solar eclipse? Scientists plan to find out in April
                

                    When a total solar eclipse transforms day into night, will tortoises start acting romantic? Will giraffes gallop? Will apes sing odd notes?

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Behind the doors of a Chinese hacking company, a sordid culture fuelled by influence, alcohol and sex
                

                    A highly unusual leak last month of internal documents from a private contractor linked to China's government and police revealed the sordid wheeling and dealing that takes place behind the scenes in China's hacking industry.
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                    How to watch the 2024 Oscars in Canada
                

                    Some of the world's biggest actors and musicians will be attending Hollywood's most anticipated event this Sunday. Here's how you can watch the Oscars live.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    'Kung Fu Panda 4' review: Jack Black kicks butt, but it's his sweetness that matters
                

                    Eight years after the last instalment in the movie series, Jack Black has returned as the lovable, accident-prone Po in 'Kung Fu Panda 4.'

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    'Dragon Ball' creator Akira Toriyama dies at 68
                

                    Akira Toriyama, the creator of the best-selling Dragon Ball and other popular anime who influenced Japanese comics, has died, his studio said Friday. He was 68.
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                    Economy adds 41,000 jobs in February, unemployment rate rises to 5.8%
                

                    The Canadian economy added 41,000 jobs in February as employment gains continue to lag strong population growth in the country.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    A touch of Target is coming back to Canada
                

                    Hudson's Bay announced Friday that it will begin stocking the U.S. retailer's children's apparel brand Cat & Jack in its department stores and online on March 14.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    How to avoid paying the pink tax on clothes, toys and other everyday items
                

                    Products marketed toward women and girls such as razors, shampoo and even children's clothes can cost more than their equivalent for men or boys, a phenomenon that's been dubbed the “pink tax.”
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                    A new trove of records could help many reconnect with their Irish roots. They come from a surprising source
                

                    For more than a century, many people of Irish descent have faced a daunting predicament when searching for details about their families’ pasts. But officials from a genealogy company hope a newly digitized trove of records — spanning more than 160 years — will be the key to unlocking many family history puzzles.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Winning ticket for Lotto 6/49's Gold Ball Jackpot worth $58 million
                

                    Lotto 649's $58 million Gold Ball Jackpot was won last night. On top of the classic $5 million dollar jackpot, each draw also comes with a guaranteed prize.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    'Floating petri dishes' no more: Cruises popular again for March Break travel
                

                    Cruises are surging back to popularity among Canadians this spring break, as more travellers look to try a mode of tourism they may have avoided since the COVID-19 pandemic.
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                    NHL trade deadline day brings potential for added movement in already busy week
                

                    NHL trade deadline day has arrived. The deadline brings all potential movement to a halt at 3 p.m. ET.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    The new pro women's hockey league allows more hitting. Players say they like showing those skills
                

                    The PWHL has written into its rules more body checking than most might be used to. The skaters say the leeway gives them a better chance to show their skills and restores the traditional balance between finesse and physicality familiar to hockey fans everywhere.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    WNBA to hold pre-season game in Edmonton amid reports of Toronto expansion
                

                    The WNBA is coming back to Canada, just maybe not in the way people had expected.
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                    Ontario family shocked van repair would cost more than $55,000
                

                    An Ontario family said they were shocked to learn that repairing their 2018 van would cost them more than $55,000.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    EVs will be cheaper to produce than gas-powered vehicles by 2027, research shows
                

                    Battery electric vehicles will be, on average, cheaper to produce than a comparable internal combustion engine by 2027 thanks to new manufacturing methods that are lowering production costs, market research firm Gartner said on Thursday.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Lamborghini stolen during test drive near Waterloo, Ont.: police
                

                    Waterloo regional police are looking for suspects after a Lamborghini was stolen from Wilmot Township.
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