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    FCC chair asks automakers about plans to stop abusers from using car electronics to stalk partners




    

                    

                    
                        
  
    
  

    
      
        
        
    
        
            
                
                
                
            
        
        Federal Communications Commission Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel speaks from the South Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Washington, Monday, Feb. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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     DETROIT - 
     
    
	The top U.S. telecommunications regulator is asking automakers how they plan to protect people from being stalked or harassed by partners who have access to vehicle location and other data.


	In a letter sent Thursday to nine large automakers, Federal Communications Commission Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel asks for details about connected car systems and plans to support people who have been harassed by domestic abusers.


	"No survivor of domestic violence and abuse should have to choose between giving up their car and allowing themselves to be stalked and harmed by those who can access its data and connectivity," she said in a statement.


	Nearly all new vehicles have convenience features that use telecommunications to find cars in parking lots, start the engine remotely, and even connect with emergency responders, Rosenworcel's letter said.

	
		The information you need to know, sent directly to you: Download the CTV News App



	"These features rely on wireless connectivity and location data that in the wrong hands can be used to harm partners in abusive relationships," she wrote.


	The letter asks automakers for details about their connected services and whether they have policies in place to remove access to connected apps and other features if a request is made by someone who is being abused. Rosenworcel asks if the companies remove access even from someone whose name is on the vehicle's title.


	Letters were sent to top executives at General Motors, Ford, Honda, Hyundai, Mercedes-Benz, Nissan, Stellantis, Tesla and Toyota. Similar letters also went to wireless voice providers, the commission said.


	Messages were left Thursday seeking comment from the automakers.


	The Alliance for Automotive Innovation, a large trade association, said in a statement that misuse of connected vehicle technology to stalk or harass people is not acceptable.


	"The industry is considering how to best broaden federal or state policies and other protections to help prevent these incidents," the statement said.


	The association has raised the issue with regulators previously, the group said.


	Rosenworcel's letter to automakers said it came after a story last week in The New York Times about how connected cars are being weaponized in abusive relationships.
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                    19-year-old charged in killing of 6 people, including 4 children in Barrhaven homicides, Ottawa police say
                

                    A mother, her four children, the youngest just two-and-a-half months old, and a family acquaintance have been killed in a "mass killing" at a home in the Ottawa suburb of Barrhaven, Ottawa police say.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    
        

    

                        
                            
    
        
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Biden using State of the Union to contrast with Trump, sell voters on a second term
                

                    Urging voters to reject 'resentment, revenge and retribution,' U.S. President Joe Biden used his State of the Union address Thursday to make his case for a second term to a dispirited electorate and to warn that GOP front-runner Donald Trump would be a dangerous alternative.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Skier dies after falling into tree well at B.C. resort
                

                    A 76-year-old man is dead after falling into a tree well while skiing at Red Mountain Resort in British Columbia's southern Interior.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Police say residents of Latchford Township, Ont. no longer have to shelter in place
                

                    A shelter in place order affecting residents in Latchford Township, north of North Bay, Ont., was lifted early Friday morning.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Tim Hortons customers frustrated with defective cups
                

                    Twenty Tim Hortons customers across Ontario have come forward with photos and stories of defective cups that collapse or split a short time after the coffee sits and saturates the cup.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    
        

    

                        
                            
    
        
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Former Fox Chairman Rupert Murdoch, 92, gets engaged
                

                    Rupert Murdoch, 92, is engaged, the New York Times reported on Thursday.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Single dose of LSD provides immediate and lasting relief from anxiety, study says
                

                    A clinical trial’s encouraging results won U.S. Food and Drug Administration breakthrough therapy status for an LSD formulation to treat generalized anxiety disorder, Mind Medicine Inc. announced Thursday.
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                    Majority of Canadians not even considering voting for the Liberals: Nanos
                

                    Fewer Canadians than at almost any point since the party was elected with Justin Trudeau as leader are considering voting for the federal Liberals, according to the latest tracking by Nanos Research.

            
            

            


        

    

    
    

                        
                            
    
    
        
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Steve Lawrence, singer, entertainer and half of popular stage duo Steve & Eydie, dies at 88
                

                    Steve Lawrence, a singer and top stage act who as a solo performer and in tandem with his wife Eydie Gorme kept Tin Pan Alley alive during the rock era, died Thursday. He was 88.
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                    One of Canada's worst crashes: Re-telling the Almonte, Ont., train wreck of 1942
                

                    It was one of Canada's worst train accidents in history. Now 81 years on, a Pembroke author is re-telling the events of the tragic night in the Ottawa Valley.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                            

                            

                            
                        

                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    19-year-old charged in killing of 6 people, including 4 children in Barrhaven homicides, Ottawa police say
                

                    A mother, her four children, the youngest just two-and-a-half months old, and a family acquaintance have been killed in a "mass killing" at a home in the Ottawa suburb of Barrhaven, Ottawa police say.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Police raid uncovers cache of firearms in Innisfil, Ont., man faces 115+ charges
                

                    An Innisfil, Ont., man faces more than 115 charges after police raided a home south of Barrie following information about a suspect believed to be purchasing and trafficking firearms.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Sask. Teachers' Federation not returning to bargaining table after pre-budget announcement
                

                    The Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation (STF) has said it will not return to the bargaining table until the province's most recent funding promises are included in a new collective agreement.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Police say residents of Latchford Township, Ont. no longer have to shelter in place
                

                    A shelter in place order affecting residents in Latchford Township, north of North Bay, Ont., was lifted early Friday morning.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Marineland guilty of charges over its care of 3 young black bears
                

                    Marineland has been found guilty under Ontario's animal cruelty laws of three charges related to its care of three black bears.
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                    United Airlines plane makes emergency landing after losing a tire during takeoff
                

                    A United Airlines jetliner bound for Japan made a safe landing in Los Angeles on Thursday after losing a tire while taking off from San Francisco.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                            

                            

                            
                        

                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Biden using State of the Union to contrast with Trump, sell voters on a second term
                

                    Urging voters to reject 'resentment, revenge and retribution,' U.S. President Joe Biden used his State of the Union address Thursday to make his case for a second term to a dispirited electorate and to warn that GOP front-runner Donald Trump would be a dangerous alternative.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    North Korea conducts artillery firing drills in likely response to South Korea-U.S. military training
                

                    North Korean leader Kim Jong Un supervised artillery firing drills aimed at boosting combat readiness, state media reported Friday, days after his country vowed to take corresponding military steps against the ongoing South Korean-U.S military trainin g that it regards as an invasion rehearsal.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Gunmen abduct 287 students in the latest school attack in Nigeria, headteacher says
                

                    Gunmen attacked a school in Nigeria's northwest region Thursday and abducted at least 287 students, the headteacher told authorities, marking the second mass abduction in the West African nation in less than a week.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Haiti extends a state of emergency and nighttime curfew to try and repel widespread gang attacks
                

                    Haiti's government on Thursday said it would extend a state of emergency around Port-au-Prince for another month following a wave of gang violence that has threatened to bring down the government and led thousands to flee their homes.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Sweden officially joins NATO, ending decades of post-Second World War neutrality
                

                    Sweden on Thursday formally joined NATO as the 32nd member of the transatlantic military alliance, ending decades of post-Second World War neutrality as concerns about Russian aggression in Europe have spiked following Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine.

            
            

            


        

    



            
        
    
        
        

        

        
    

    









    








    
    



    
    
    
        
            
                
                    Politics 

                
                
                

                	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                            

                            

                            
                        

                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Trudeau won't say if Canada will restore funding to UN relief agency in Gaza Strip
                

                    Prime Minister Justin Trudeau won't say whether Canada intends to restore funding to a UN relief agency operating in the Gaza Strip.
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                    Majority of Canadians not even considering voting for the Liberals: Nanos
                

                    Fewer Canadians than at almost any point since the party was elected with Justin Trudeau as leader are considering voting for the federal Liberals, according to the latest tracking by Nanos Research.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Trudeau says Canada is 'continuing to support' Kovrig and Spavor, amid settlement news
                

                    Facing questions about potential settlements for two Canadians imprisoned for three years in China, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau declined to discuss specifics on Thursday but said Canada is 'continuing to support them.'
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                    Single dose of LSD provides immediate and lasting relief from anxiety, study says
                

                    A clinical trial’s encouraging results won U.S. Food and Drug Administration breakthrough therapy status for an LSD formulation to treat generalized anxiety disorder, Mind Medicine Inc. announced Thursday.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Diet drinks may boost risk of dangerous heart condition by 20 per cent, study says
                

                    Drinking two litres or more per week of artificially sweetened beverages raised the risk of an irregular heartbeat called atrial fibrillation by 20 per cent when compared to people who drank none, a new study found.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Manitoba plans buffer zones to restrict protests near abortion clinics
                

                    The Manitoba government plans to restrict protests near clinics and hospitals where abortions are performed.
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                    Bill that could ban TikTok from app stores advances in U.S. House
                

                    A bill that could lead to TikTok being unavailable in the U.S. is quickly gaining traction in the House as lawmakers voice concerns about the potential for the platform to surveil and manipulate Americans.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    70 million-year-old dinosaur fossil discovered in France is an almost complete Titanosaur skeleton
                

                    A chance discovery made in southern France has revealed a rare specimen — an almost complete dinosaur skeleton found connected from its hind skull to its tail.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Apple is making big App Store changes in Europe over new rules. Could it mean more iPhone hacking?
                

                    Apple is opening small cracks in the iPhone's digital fortress as part of a regulatory clampdown in Europe that is striving to give consumers more choices -- at the risk of creating new avenues for hackers to steal personal and financial information stored on the devices.
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                    7 unforgettable Oscars speeches in recent history
                

                    The 96th Academy Awards will take place on Sunday and while the gowns and the guests will be beautiful, we’ll be watching to get in our feelings with moving acceptance speeches.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Steve Lawrence, singer, entertainer and half of popular stage duo Steve & Eydie, dies at 88
                

                    Steve Lawrence, a singer and top stage act who as a solo performer and in tandem with his wife Eydie Gorme kept Tin Pan Alley alive during the rock era, died Thursday. He was 88.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Oprah Winfrey to host primetime special about weight loss medications
                

                    Oprah Winfrey may have stepped away from Weight Watchers, but she’s not staying out of the conversation about weight, announcing she'll host a primetime special on weight loss medications.
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                    How to avoid paying the pink tax on clothes, toys and other everyday items
                

                    Products marketed toward women and girls such as razors, shampoo and even children's clothes can cost more than their equivalent for men or boys, a phenomenon that's been dubbed the “pink tax.”

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Canadians paying billions of dollars in 'excess' bank fees: report
                

                    As the federal government pushes to reduce bank fees, a report from an economist figures Canadians are overpaying by more than $7.7 billion a year.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Income flatlined? How to know when to take a risk and pursue a bigger paycheque
                

                    It can be hard to know when it's time to leave a job you enjoy or a company you feel loyal to for a higher salary elsewhere. Job satisfaction, your relationship with your boss, and workplace culture all have value, and in some cases, outweigh a potential pay hike.
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                    Former Fox Chairman Rupert Murdoch, 92, gets engaged
                

                    Rupert Murdoch, 92, is engaged, the New York Times reported on Thursday.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    These American cities will pay you up to US$15,000 to move there
                

                    Some U.S. cities and towns are offering relocation packages to attract new residents, with everything from cash incentives to outdoor activity passes to free eggs.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Your pets didn’t get the Daylight Saving Time memo. How to get some sleep anyway
                

                    Every night at 11 p.m. sharp, my dog corrals me into my bedroom, and then at 7 a.m. he has his nose in my face ready to start the day — which might be a problem come Daylight Saving Time.

            
            

            


        

    



            
        
    
        
        

        

        
    

    









    








    
    
    
        
            
                
                    Sports 

                
                
                

                	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                            

                            

                            
                        

                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    The new pro women's hockey league allows more hitting. Players say they like showing those skills
                

                    The PWHL has written into its rules more body checking than most might be used to. The skaters say the leeway gives them a better chance to show their skills and restores the traditional balance between finesse and physicality familiar to hockey fans everywhere.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    WNBA to hold pre-season game in Edmonton amid reports of Toronto expansion
                

                    The WNBA is coming back to Canada, just maybe not in the way people had expected.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    In a league of her own: Meet B.C.'s WNBA grandma
                

                    At 6 a.m. outside Kelowna, B.C.’s Parkinson Recreation Centre, a handful of seniors shuffle inside, most heading for a swimming class -- but not 84-year-old Shirley Simson.
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                    EVs will be cheaper to produce than gas-powered vehicles by 2027, research shows
                

                    Battery electric vehicles will be, on average, cheaper to produce than a comparable internal combustion engine by 2027 thanks to new manufacturing methods that are lowering production costs, market research firm Gartner said on Thursday.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    Lamborghini stolen during test drive near Waterloo, Ont.: police
                

                    Waterloo regional police are looking for suspects after a Lamborghini was stolen from Wilmot Township.

            
            

            


        

    

	
    
    
    
        


            

            

                 
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

                    
            
                    
                    
                
                    
                    
                    This Ontario mother who can't drive has to make her late son's car payments. Here's why
                

                    After her son suddenly died, an Ontario mother is in disbelief that she is on the hook to make car payments on his behalf for the next seven years – even though she doesn't drive.

            
            

            


        

    



            
        
    
        
        

        

        
    

    









    





    







     
    

    
        
            Shopping Trends
        
        
       
    

    The Shopping Trends team is independent of the journalists at CTV News. We may earn a commission when you use our links to shop. Read about us.
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